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* In the end I numbered them offinto two well-armed parties
with a commander for each. Of one, I myself took charge; the
other I gave to an officer of noble birth called Eurylochus; and
without more ado we shook lots in a bronze helmet. Out came
the gallant Eurylochus' lot, and so he went off with his two-and-
twenty men, a tearful company, leaving us, who stayed behind,
in no better case. In due course they came upon Circe's house,
which was built of dressed stone and stood in the middle of a
clearing in a forest dell. Prowling about the place were moun-
tain wolves and lions, actually the drugged victims of Circe's
magic, for they not only refrained from attacking my men, but
rose on their hind legs to caress them, with much wagging of
their long tails, like dogs fawning on their master, as he comes
from table, for the tasty bits they know he always brings. But
these were wolves and lions with great claws that were gam-
bolling in this way round my men. Terrified at the sight of the
formidable beasts, they shrank away and took refuge in the
porch of the fair goddess' castle. From there they could hear
Circe within, singing in her beautiful voice as she went to and
fro at her great and everlasting loom, on which she was weaving
one of those delicate, graceful, and dazzling fabrics that god-
desses love to make.
* Polites, one of my captains and the man in my party whom I
liked and trusted most, now took the lead. "Friends," he said,
"there is someone in the castle working at a loom. The whole
place echoes to that lovely voice. It's either a goddess or a
woman. Let us waste no more time, but give her a shout."
(So they shouted to attract attention, and the next moment
Circe came out, opened the polished doors, and invited them to
enter. In their innocence, the whole party except Eurylochus
followed her in. But he suspected a trap and stayed outside.
Circe ushered the rest into her hall, gave them settles and chairs
to sit on, and then prepared them a mixture of cheese, barley-
meal, and yellow honey flavoured with Pramnian wine. But
into this dish she introduced a powerful drug, to make them
lose all memory of their native land. And when they had

